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DEVELOP PRODUCT ASSURANCE PLANS 
START

Engineering Team Lead

Notify the Head, 
MAB when a new 

project is proposed

 Assign a PA 
engineer to the 

project

Head, Mission
Assurance Branch (MAB)

Approved?

Provide a copy of 
the signature sheet 

to PA engineer

Office of
Procurement

Submit the 
completed PA 
Plan for review
(see Note 2)

Incorporate the 
requirements into 

the proposal's 
solicitation and 

obtain the PA Plan 
from the contractor

Note 1
PA Plans are mandatory for all LaRC 
projects that produce, launch and/or 
operate space products.  This includes 
products developed, fabricated or 
integrated at LaRC and other NASA 
Centers, procured from contractors or 
obtained from academic or other 
institutions.

CID 5300.1 defines the Product 
Assurance (PA) Plan elements and 
requirements for space flight projects.

PA Plans are applicable to focused 
aeronautic development, research 
activities, and where safety, reliability, 
quality and or implementation of 
technology transfer to the commercial 
sector is important to the success of the 
activity.  PA Plans are negotiated 
between MAB and research personnel.

The elements of the PA Plan may 
include the following, as applicable:

-Design assurance
-Parts and materials selections
-Quality assurance
-Systems safety
-Reliability
-Software Assurance
-Configuration Management
-Risk Management

Project Manager

MAB Product 
Assurance (PA) 

Engineer

Objectives:
-to build in product assurance to project plans
-to ensure all Product Assurance Plans contain the
 information necessary to assure product conformance
-to ensure Product Assurance Plans are reviewed and
 approved prior to release

Approval ___original signed on file__________  
Center Director

Review the PA 
Plan 

No

No

Use the project 
requirements to 
define mission 
success criteria 
with the project 

manager

Contracted 
effort?

Determine the PA 
requirements and 

submit

No

Does PA Plan 
address 

requirements?

Yes

Submit/revise and 
resubmit the PA 
Plan for review

Concur?
(see Note 2)

Correct 
deficiencies with 

the contractor

Prepare/revise a 
PA Plan for 

submittal to the 
Head, MAB
(see Note 1)

Submit the PA 
Plan to the Head, 
MAB for review

Concur?

Sign the PA Plan 
and submit for 

review and 
approval

No

Yes

Discuss issues with 
the MAB PA 

engineer and ask 
MAB PA engineer 
to make necessary 

changes

Yes

END

File copy of the 
signature sheet in 

project files

Inform project 
manager review 

completed

Note 2
Procurement is responsible for 
determining the signature authority for 
contractor documents

Contractor documents may include 
MAB's signature

Ensure PA Plan is 
included in the 

project's 
Configuration 
Management 

System

Yes

Yes

No

General Information

The following records are generated by this procedure and 
are maintained in accordance with CID 1440.7:
-Product Assurance Plans


